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Piper Sherburne called the regular monthly meeting of the Board of Directors of the Berks County Conservation District to order on Wednesday, July 25, 2012 at 1:00 p.m. in the Conference Room of the Berks County Agriculture Center, 1238 County Welfare Road, Leesport, PA 19533. 
The group pledged their allegiance to the flag.
The following Directors were present: Piper L. Sherburne, Chairperson; Glenn R. Seidel, Vice-Chairman; Mark A. Wolfskill, Treasurer, Commissioner Christian Leinbach and Brian D. Boyer.

The following Associate Directors were present: Ross Stowell and Leonard Good.
The following District Staff was present: Dan Greig, District Executive; Ann Sellers, Urban Resource Conservationists; Jeff Overstreet, Agriculture Resource Conservationist and Tammy Bartsch, Office Administrator.
The following Cooperating Agencies representatives were present: Nick Ramsey, NRCS, Sheila Miller, Agricultural Coordinator and Elwood Blake, DEP.

The following were also present: Jeff Whalen, DEP Government Liaison; Richard Weinsteiger, Public; and Val Lacis, Reading Eagle.

Public Comment: None

Action on Minutes of June 27, 2012 meeting

· Motion to accept the June 27,  2012 minutes, was made by Glenn Seidel, seconded by Brian Boyer, motion passed.

Discussion: None
Payment of July 2012 bills 

· Motion to pay the bills, was made by Brian Boyer, seconded by Commissioner Leinbach, motion passed.
Discussion: None

Correspondence:  Filed
Cooperating Agency Reports
PA DEP – Elwood Blake 

· Talking Points – Verbal summary was given

NRCS – Nick Ramsey
· CREP is available for new enrollments for an additional 20,000 acres over the 43 Chesapeake Bay Counties for all eligible practices
· Received request for 30 of 106 potential CREP re-enrollments as of 07/15/2012
FSA – No Report
PA Fish & Boat Commission – No Report
PA Game Commission – No Report
Cooperative Extension Update – No Report
Berks County Association of Township Officials – No Report

Agricultural Coordinator – Sheila Miller
· Farm Tour is October 20, 2012
· B.A.R.N. Meeting is July 26, 2012 at the Historical Society in Reading
Agricultural Land Preservation - No Report

Miscellaneous Agriculture Information

· Commissioner Leinbach is attending Ag Progress Days with students Jacob Hartman and 

Stephanie Keller

Committee Reports

SEPA RC&D No Report
D & G R Quality Assurance Board – Piper Sherburne

· Did not have quorum for today’s meeting, no actions were taken
· Hereford Township is requesting an extension

· There will be a meeting in August

· Motion to give Hereford Township a one year extension from date of expiration was made by 
Brian Boyer, seconded by Glenn Seidel, motion passed.

Discussion: None
Workshop Conference Call – Meeting Cancelled
Admin Tech / Ag Committee – Glenn Seidel – Minutes Attached

· 2030 Comprehensive Plan

To Do: Dan Greig and Kate O’Brien will review the plan before it is adopted

To Do: If Ms. O’Brien has specific concerns, she is to set up a meeting with the Planning Commission to discuss

To Do: Mr. Greig and Ms. O’Brien are to put together comments on behalf of the District.

· Motion to adopt Program Evaluation Process dated July 25, 2012 was made by Commissioner Leinbach, seconded by Glenn Seidel, motion passed.


        Discussion: None
· Motion to adoption District Executive Job Description dated July 25, 2012 was made by 
Mark Wolfskill, seconded by Brian Boyer, motion passed.

                       Discussion: None
· Motion to adopt both the Administrative/Technical, Agricultural Committee and the Resource Management Committee, Committee Purpose and Function dated July 25, 2012 was made by Glenn Seidel, seconded by 
Brian Boyer, motion passed.

                        Discussion: None
· The August Admin Tech meeting will meet at 8:00 a.m. instead of 9:00 a.m.

Resource Management Committee – Brian Boyer – Minutes Attached
· The August RMC meeting date has been changed to August 14, 2012 at 8:00 a.m.
Unfinished Business: 
· Nutrient Mgt. Credit Program

Meeting is set for August 9, 20-12 at 11:00 a.m. in Harrisburg
· PACD By-Laws
The by-law that supports the DEP AG Model Compliance Policy was passed
NEW BUSINESS:

· NACD Northeast Regional Meeting
· The Northeast Regional Meeting will be held in Corning, NY from Sunday August 19th – Tuesday August 21st; early registration deadline is August 1st.
· PENNVEST Update
· Authorization is needed to open an account at VIST for PENNVEST transactions.
· Motion to open an account at VIST for PENNVEST was made by 
Brian Boyer, seconded by Commissioner Leinbach, motion passed.

Discussion: None
· Affiliate Membership(s) for 2012 – Zero for the Month of July
· Nutrient Management Provisional Certification
Damian Painter and Bryan Withiam both met the requirements to receive their provisional certification for nutrient management.

· MS4
Would like authorization to work with the Planning Commission and set up account(s) as needed.
· Motion to work with the Planning Commission to set up account(s) and take care of other items as needed was made by Commissioner Leinbach, seconded by Glenn Seidel, motion passed.

Discussion: None
· Legislative Breakfast
· Prepare solid, precise questions that are important to the District, asking partners of the District for assistance
· Invite Legislators with the understanding they are not to send an assistant.
· Motion to take the Legislative Breakfast event to the Admin Tech committee, have committee decide on a date and move forward with planning, was made by Glenn Seidel, seconded by Commission Leinbach, motion passed.

Discussion: None

· Conservation Plan RFP Award
· Motion to award AET Consulting, Inc. the RFP to write 30 conservation plans not to exceed $25,020.00 was made by Commission Leinbach, seconded by Glenn Seidel, motion passed.

Discussion: None
· Motion to offer Ross Stowell the opportunity to write 5 additional conservation plans not to exceed $4,980.00, in accordance with the RFP was made by Commission Leinbach, seconded by Glenn Seidel, motion passed.

Discussion: None

SIGNATURES REQUIRED:

· Auditors Letter of Intent
The auditor provided a letter of intent to have signed by the Board as authorization to have the annual audit completed.
· Motion to sign the Auditor’s Letter of Intent was made by Brian Boyer, seconded by Commissioner Leinbach, motion passed.

Discussion: None

· MOU
Maidencreek Township’s MOU needs to be signed by the Chair

· Motion to sign Maidencreek Township’s MOU was made by Glenn Seidel,
seconded by Brian Boyer, motion passed. 
Discussion: None

NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT PLANS:  Two (2)

	Name
	Municipality
	Animal Numbers
	Acres
	Plan Type
	AEU
	AEU/ Acre
	Reviewer

	Mervin Martin
	Fredericksburg, PA
	80 Dairy Cows, 40 Heifers
	174.2
	CAO
	186
	5.9
	Stephanie Drzal

	Eugene Burkholder
	Robesonia
	135 Dairy Heifers, 200 Veal
	54
	CAO
	148.45
	2.75
	Jeff Overstreet


· Motion to acknowledge the Nutrient Management plans for Mervin Martin & Eugene Burkholder was made by Commissioner Leinbach, seconded by Glenn Seidel, motion passed. 

Discussion: None

· The delegated conservation district shall approve, modify or disapprove any NMP within 90 days of receipt of the complete plan. 

· The district’s action on the plan requires a formal action of the board. 

· If a NMP operation plan is disapproved, the NMP operation submitting the plan for the first time shall have 90 days after receipt of a written notice explaining specific reasons for the disapproval to resubmit a revised plan.

NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT PLAN AMMENDMENTS:  Zero (0)
NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT PLANS REQUESTING REMOVAL: One (1)

	Name
	Municipality
	Animal Numbers
	Acres 
	Plan Type
	AEU
	AEU/ Acre

	Noel Schlegel
	Topton
	102 Dairy Cows
	302.8
	VAO
	175.9
	.60

	Donald Burkholder
	Womelsdorf
	192,000 Chickens
	294
	CAO
	668.2
	2.86


NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT PLANS EXPIRING:  Two (2)

	Name
	Municipality
	Animal Numbers
	Acres
	Plan Type
	AEU
	AEU/ Acre

	Harold Nolt
	Kutztown
	5 Dry Cows, 22 Calves, 22 Heifers
	94.1
	VAO
	91.8
	1.01

	David Burkholder
	Bethel
	60,000 Broilers, 10 Goats
	11
	CAO
	106
	18.6


SC-1 REQUESTS: Zero(0)
CONSERVATION PLANS: 

	Name
	Municipality
	Acres
	Tract #
	Planner

	Gene Siegrist
	Myerstown
	73.9
	9903
	Jeff Overstreet

	Eric Eberly
	South Heidelberg Township
	26.7
	12034
	Jeff Overstreet

	Eric Eberly
	South Heidelberg Twp
	58.2
	990
	Jeff Overstreet

	Eric Eberly
	South Heidelberg Twp
	84.4
	10938
	Jeff Overstreet

	F. Mark Weber
	Brecknock Twp
	94.7
	1596
	Damian Painter

	Norman Sauder
	Maxatawny
	25
	2842
	Damian Painter

	Barry Gauker
	Fleetwood
	47.8
	2625
	Damian Painter

	Schuler Family Farms, LLC
	Richmond
	56
	2639
	Damian Painter

	Schuler Family Farms, LLC
	Richmond
	13.5
	2634
	Damian Painter

	Schuler Family Farms, LLC
	Richmond
	132.6
	2635
	Damian Painter

	Schuler Family Farms, LLC
	Richmond
	114.5
	2627
	Damian Painter

	Schuler Family Farms, LLC
	Richmond
	28.9
	2631
	Damian Painter

	Schuler Family Farms, LLC
	Richmond
	11.5
	2636
	Damian Painter

	Schuler Family Farms, LLC
	Richmond
	12.1
	2767
	Damian Painter


· Motion to acknowledge the Conservation Plans above was made by Glenn Seidel, seconded by Commissioner Leinbach, motion passed. 

Discussion: None

The delegated conservation district shall approve, modify or disapprove any NMP within 90 days of receipt of the complete plan. The district’s action on the plan requires a formal action of the board. If a NMP operation plan is disapproved, the NMP operation submitting the plan for the first time shall 
have 90 days after receipt of a written notice explaining specific reasons for the disapproval to resubmit a revised plan.  “The Berks County Conservation District concurs with these plans, based on NRCS certification that the plans meet the standards and specifications of the Pennsylvania Field Office Technical Guide for NRCS.” OR AS APPROPRIATE “The Berks County Conservation District concurs with these plans, based on the contracted 3rd Party Planner’s certification that the plans meet the standards and specifications of the Pennsylvania Field Office Technical Guide for NRCS.”

· Motion to express the Boards appreciation to Jeff Overstreet, Damian Painter and Nick Ramsey was made by Commissioner Leinbach, seconded by Glenn Seidel, motion passed.

Discussion: None

REPORTS:  District Executive and Staff Reports are attached.

COMMENTS:  
Ross Stowell – Asked for contributions for the Feds, Farmers and Friends Feed Families food drive

Elwood Blake – Various awards the District has received through the years are in a conference room where they cannot be seen; is it possible to put them in a cabinet on display in the  hallway?
To Do: Look into options and take to Admin Tech. 
ADJOURNMENT: 

· Motion to adjourn at 3:08 p.m. was made by Commissioner Leinbach, seconded by Mark Wolfskill, motion passed.

Discussion: None

UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS and HOLIDAYS:

· Jul. 22 – 28, 2012 – Canon Envirothon – Selingsgrove, PA

· Jul. 25, 2012 – Board Meeting – 1:00 p.m. PACD Annual Meeting
August

· Aug. 7, 2012 - Workshop Conference Call – 10:00 a.m.

· Aug. 9, 2012 - Admin Tech Meeting – 8:00 a.m. 
· Aug. 14, 2012 – RMC Committee Meeting – 8:00 a.m.

· Aug. 29, 2012 – Board Meeting – 1:00 p.m.
September

· Sep. 3, 2012 – Labor Day

· Sep. 12, 2012 - Workshop Conference Call – 10:00 a.m.

· Sep. 13, 2012 - Admin Tech Meeting – 9:00 a.m. 

· Sep. 18, 2012 - RMC Committee Meeting – 8:00 a.m.

· Sep.  26, 2012 – Board Meeting – 1:00 p.m.
October

· Oct. 10, 2012 - Workshop Conference Call – 10:00 a.m.

· Oct. 11, 2012 - Admin Tech Meeting – 9:00 a.m. 

· Oct. 16, 2012 - RMC Committee Meeting – 8:00 a.m.

· Oct. 18, 2012 – Berks County Association of Township Officials Mtg., Oley Fairgrounds

· Oct.31, 2012 – Board Meeting – 1:00 p.m.
November

· Nov. 8, 2012 - Admin Tech Meeting – 9:00 a.m. 
· Nov. 14, 2012 - Workshop Conference Call – 10:00 a.m.
· Nov. 20, 2012 - RMC Committee Meeting – 8:00 a.m.
· Nov. 28, 2012 – Board Meeting – 1:00 p.m.
December

· Dec. 12, 2012 - Workshop Conference Call – 10:00 a.m.
· Dec. 13, 2012 - Admin Tech Meeting – 9:00 a.m. 
· Dec. 18, 2012 - RMC Committee Meeting – 8:00 a.m.
· Dec. 26, 2012 – Board Meeting – 1:00 p.m.
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