Minutes from the Berks County Conservation District Monthly Board Meeting January 25, 2012

Glenn Seidel called the regular monthly meeting of the Board of Directors of the Berks County Conservation District to order on Wednesday, January 25, 2012 at 1:00 p.m. in the Conference Room of the Berks County Agriculture Center, 1238 County Welfare Road, Leesport, PA 19533.

The group pledged their allegiance to the flag.
Meeting was turned over to District Executive Dan Greig to open the nomination and election of Chairperson. 

Nominations were opened for Chairperson
Piper Sherburne was nominated for Chairperson by Commissioner Leinbach, seconded by 
Larry Kehl
No other nominations were made
Nominations were closed
Call for vote

Motion was made to close nomination for Chairperson by Brian Boyer, seconded by 
T. John Bicksler

Motion passed
Meeting was turned over to Chairperson Piper Sherburne.

Nominations were opened for Vice Chair

Glenn Seidel was nominated for Chairperson by Brian Boyer, seconded by Larry Kehl 
No other nominations were made
Nominations were closed
Call for vote

Motion was made to close the nomination for Vice Chairpeson by Larry Kehl, seconded by
Brian Boyer

Motion passed 
Nominations were opened for Treasurer

Mark Wolfskill was nominated for Treasurer by Larry Kehl, seconded by Glenn Seidel 
No other nominations were made
Nominations were closed 
Call for vote

Motion was made to close the nomination for Treasurer by Brian Boyer, seconded by 
T. John Bicksler

Motion passed
Nominations were opened for Secretary

Tammy Bartsch was nominated for Secretary by Commissioner Leinbach, seconded by 
T. John Bicksler
No other motions were made 
Nominations were closed 
Call for vote

Motion was made to close the nominations for Secretary by Glenn Seidel, seconded by 
Brian Boyer 
Motion passed 
Chairwoman Piper Sherburne advised that all Associate Directors, PACD Voting delegates and Chairmen of the Administrative Technical/Agriculture Committee and the Resource Management Committee will stay the same.
Commissioner Christian Leinbach swore in Brian D. Boyer and Mark A. Wolfskill for their re-appointments to the Board.

The following Directors were present: Piper L. Sherburne, Chairperson; Glenn R. Seidel, Vice-Chairman; Mark A. Wolfskill, Treasurer; Larry E. Kehl; T. John Bicksler, Brian D. Boyer and Commissioner Christian Leinbach.

The following Associate Directors were present: Henry Bohn; John Schueller; Bruce Latshaw; Ross Stowell; Leonard Good; and Jim McCarthy.
The following District Staff was present: Dan Greig, District Executive; Stephanie Drzal, Agricultural Conservation Technician and Tammy Bartsch, Office Administrator.
The following Cooperating Agencies representatives were present: Nicholas Ramsey, NRCS; Rick Hartlieb, DCNR and Rick Kauffman, Penn State Extension.
The following were also present: Jeff Whalen, Government Liaison; Brad Yothers, NRCS; 
Lorin Boggs, NRCS and Val Lacis, Reading Eagle
Public Comment: None
· Action on Minutes of December28, 2011 meeting
Motion to accept the December28, 2011 minutes, was made by
Glenn Seidel, seconded by T. John Bicksler, motion passed.

Discussion: None
· Payment of January 2012 bills 
Motion to pay the bills, with the addition of a check in the amount of $6,555.00 from the Dirt & Gravel Road account, was made payable to Hereford Township was made by

Commissioner Christian Leinbach, seconded by Glenn Seidel, motion passed.

Discussion: None
Correspondence:  See Attached
Cooperating Agency Reports
PA DEP – No Report
PA DCNR – No Report
NRCS – Nicholas Ramsey
· Brad Yothers and Colrey Moore have started working at NRCS.
FSA – Larry Kehl reported for Theresa Tracey
· Seven FSA offices across the state will be closing.
PA Fish & Boat Commission – No Report
PA Game Commission – No Report
Cooperative Extension Update – No Report
Berks County Association of Township Officials – Bruce Latshaw
· State Conference is May 6-8, 2012 in Hershey; details to follow

· If Bruce is given a list of the municipalities that have not contributed to the District’s Affiliate Membership, he will do what he can to encourage them.
Agricultural Coordinator – No Report
Agricultural Land Preservation – No Report
Committee Reports

Trout Unlimited – Leonard Good
· There are two new schools this year in the Trout In the Classroom program.

SEPA RC&D – Steve Miller
· RC&D is going to be able to keep on schedule and complete projects; they will ask for an extension.
· Joanne is the part-time secretary; she answers phones from 10am- 2pm.
· The Conservation district is using SEPA RC&D as a pass through for a grant and SEPA RC&D will receive a $600.00 fee for doing so.
D & G R Quality Assurance Board – Piper Sherburne
· $30,216.40 is the available balance which is a revision from Eric Konzelmann’s Board Report;
 Workshop Conference Call – Meeting Cancelled
Admin Tech / Ag Committee – Larry Kehl – Minutes Attached
Resource Management Committee – Brian Boyer – Minutes Attached
To Do: Have the seedling sale information brought to the Commissioner’s Meeting to promote it.

Motion to transfer $200,000.00 from 2011 Budget to Capital Reserves was made by Brian Boyer, seconded by Commissioner Christian Leinbach, motion passed.

Discussion: None
Motion to award three scholarships in the amount of $4,000.00, $1,000.00, $1,000.00 Solon Philips and $500.00 this year was made by 
Brian Boyer, seconded by T. John Bicksler, motion passed.

Discussion: None
Unfinished Business: 
· Position Bond – Paperwork was sent to the District to increase the current bond to $300,000.00, signature is required.
Motion to sign the paperwork which increases the position bond to $300,000.00 was made by 

Brian Boyer, seconded by Commissioner Christian Leinbach, motion passed.
Discussion: None

· PENNVEST – There are Resolutions to Apply and Letters of Responsibility that will need to be signed.

NEW BUSINESS:

· PACD Conference Update – Glenn Seidel reported

- There is still confusion on funding

· Affiliate Membership(s) for 2012
	Name of Affiliate Member
	Amount of Membership
	
	Name of Affiliate Member
	Amount of Membership

	Pine Creek Valley Watershed
	$500.00
	
	District Township
	$100.00

	Ludgate Engineering
	$250.00
	
	Senator Judy Schwank
	$50.00

	Borough of Birdsboro
	$250.00
	
	Blue Mtn. Wildlife
	$50.00

	Exeter Supply
	$200.00
	
	Great Valley Consultants
	$25.00

	Langan Engineering
	$150.00
	
	Borough of Kenorst
	$25.00

	LTL Consultants
	$100.00
	
	Rockland Township
	$25.00

	Exeter Township
	$100.00
	
	Borough of Topton
	$25.00

	Aqua-Terra Environmental, Ltd
	$100.00
	
	Borough of Sinking Spring
	$25.00

	Larson Design Group
	$100.00
	
	Bern Township
	$25.00

	TeamAg, Inc.
	$100.00
	
	Maxatawny Township
	$25.00

	Red Barn Consulting, Inc.
	$100.00
	
	Bethel Township
	$25.00

	Edward B. Walsh & Assoc. Inc
	$100.00
	
	Berks Conservancy
	$25.00


SIGNATURES REQUIRED:
· Signature Cards for Bank Accounts – All new signors will need to provide a copy of their driver’s license and their social security numbers to have the bank generate signature cards. The current signors are Chairman, Vice Chairman, and Treasurer.
· Cash Management Web Banking Update Form – Main contact information needs to be changed to reflect current District Executive.

NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT PLANS:  Five (5)
	Name
	Municipality
	Animal Numbers
	Acres
	Plan Type
	AEU
	AEU/ Acre
	Reviewer

	Lloyd Brubacker
	Bethel
	85000 layers
	178
	CAFO/ VAO
	367.75
	1.5
	Drzal

	Bowman Trust
	Bethel
	75000 pullets 
	37
	CAO
	146.3
	4
	Drzal

	Herman Manbeck
	Marion
	1600 finishing hogs, 205 gestating sows, 30 nursery sows, 510 nursery pigs
	147.8
	VAO
	251.4
	1.7
	Drzal


Motion to acknowledge the Nutrient Management plans of Lloyd Brubacker, Bowman Trust and Herman Manbeck was made by

Larry Kehl seconded by Mark Wolfskill, motion passed.

Discussion: None
NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT PLAN AMMENDMENTS:  Zero (0)

NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT PLANS REQUESTING REMOVAL: Zero (0)

NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT PLANS EXPIRING Zero (0))

SC-1 REQUESTS: Six (6)

	Name 
	OP/OW
	Coop
	Municipality
	Watershed
	Acres
	Reason

	Elmer Zimmerman
	OP
	BCCD
	Bethel
	Swatara Creek
	113
	Ag E &S Plan

	Melissa Spang
	OP/OW
	BCCD
	Brecknock
	Perkiomen
	18
	Ag E & S Plan

	Larry Bauscher
	OP/OW
	BCALP
	Greenwich
	Maiden Creek
	100.7
	BCALP Plan

	Naomi Mae Stutzman
	OP/OW
	BCALP
	Longswamp
	Little Lehigh Creek
	115
	BCALP Plan

	Hal & Barbara Welch
	OP
	BCALP
	Upper Bern
	Schuylkill 
	27.37
	BCALP Plan

	Ronnie & Lynn Folk
	OP
	BCALP
	Upper Bern
	Schuylkill
	134
	BCALP Plan 


Discussion: Dan Greig met with Nick Ramsey and Kim Fies to discuss the SC-1 Request process; they are working together to put a procedure in placed that will track requests.
The delegated conservation district shall approve, modify or disapprove any NMP within 90 days of receipt of the complete plan. The district’s action on the plan requires a formal action of the board. If a NMP operation plan is disapproved, the NMP operation submitting the plan for the first time shall have 90 days after receipt of a written notice explaining specific reasons for 

the disapproval to resubmit a revised plan.  “The Berks County Conservation District concurs with these plans, based on NRCS certification that the plans meet the standards and specifications of the Pennsylvania Field Office Technical Guide for NRCS.” OR AS APPROPRIATE “The Berks County Conservation District concurs with these plans, based on the contracted 3rd Party Planner’s certification that the plans meet the standards and specifications of the Pennsylvania Field Office Technical Guide for NRCS.”

REPORTS:  District Executive and Staff Reports are attached.

To Do: Take to committees to find out what is needed in reports.
COMMENTS:  Piper Sherburne needs two Board Members for Dan Greig’s six month review; Larry Kehl and Brian Boyer will assist; they are to pick a date for the meeting; review is to be done by the February Board meeting.
Leonard Good requested each staff member put together a presentation and a staff member will present at each meeting.

Nick Ramsey with NRCS advised the Board it is time to review the MOU between the District and NRCS; he will provide copies and would like Board input.


To Do: Take MOU to Admin Tech committee for review.
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Motion was made to adjourn at 2:38 p.m. by 

Mark Wolfskill, seconded by T. John Bicksler, motion passed.

Discussion: None

UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS and HOLIDAYS:
February

· Feb. 2, 2012 – Mini Manure Workshop – Oley, PA

· Feb. 6, 2012 – Mini Manure Workshop – Maxatawny Township

· Feb. 8, 2012 - Workshop Conference Call – 10:00 a.m.

· Feb. 9, 2012 - Admin Tech Meeting – 9:00 a.m.

· Feb. 17, 2012 – Manure Management and PA OneStop Workshop

· Feb. 21, 2012 - RMC Committee Meeting – 8:00 a.m.

· Feb. 23, 2012 – BCTV Appearance – “Our City, Our World”

· Feb. 29, 2012 – Board Meeting – 1:00 p.m.

March

· Mar. 1, 2012 – Schuylkill Watershed Congress

· Mar. 8, 2012 - Admin Tech Meeting – 9:00 a.m. 

· Mar. 9 – 11, 2012 – SEPA Home and Garden Show

· Mar. 14, 2012 - Workshop Conference Call – 10:00 a.m. 

· Mar. 16, 2012 – PACD South East Region Meeting – 9:00 a.m.

· Mar. 19, 2012 - Annual Banquet – Pike Township Sportsmen’s Club – 6:00 p.m.

· Mar. 20, 2012 - RMC Committee Meeting – 8:00 a.m.
· Manure Management and PA OneStop Workshop

· Mar. 28, 2012 – Board Meeting – 1:00 p.m.

April

· Apr. 11, 2012 - Workshop Conference Call – 10:00 a.m.

· Apr. 12, 2012 - Admin Tech Meeting – 9:00 a.m. 

· Apr. 17, 2012 - RMC Committee Meeting – 8:00 a.m.

· Apr. 20 – 21, 2012 – Tree Seedling Sale

· Apr. 25, 2012 – Board Meeting – 1:00 p.m.

May

· May 1, 2012 – High School Envirothon

· May 9, 2012 – Middle School Envirothon

· May 9, 2012 - Workshop Conference Call – 10:00 a.m.

· May 10, 2012 - Admin Tech Meeting – 9:00 a.m. 

· May 15, 2012 - RMC Committee Meeting – 8:00 a.m.

· May 30, 2012 – Board Meeting – 1:00 p.m.

June

· Jun. 13, 2012 - Workshop Conference Call – 10:00 a.m.

· Jun. 14, 2012 - Admin Tech Meeting – 9:00 a.m. 

· Jun. 19, 2012 - RMC Committee Meeting – 8:00 a.m.

· Jun. 25 – 29, 2012 – Don Hartman Conservation Leadership School

· Jun. 27, 2012 – Board Meeting – 1:00 p.m.

July

· Jul. 11, 2012 - Workshop Conference Call – 10:00 a.m.

· Jul. 12, 2012 - Admin Tech Meeting – 9:00 a.m. 

· Jul. 17, 2012 - RMC Committee Meeting – 8:00 a.m.

· Jul. 25, 2012 – Board Meeting – 1:00 p.m.
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