Minutes from the Berks County Conservation District Monthly Board Meeting April 25, 2012

Piper Sherburne called the regular monthly meeting of the Board of Directors of the Berks County Conservation District to order on Wednesday, April 25, 2012 at 1:00 p.m. in the Conference Room of the Berks County Agriculture Center, 1238 County Welfare Road, 
Leesport, PA 19533.

The group pledged their allegiance to the flag.
A moment of silence was observed in honor of Associate Director Henry E. Bohn, Jr. who passed away April 8, 2012.
The following Directors were present: Piper L. Sherburne, Chairperson; Glenn R. Seidel, Vice-Chairman; Mark A. Wolfskill, Treasurer, T. John Bicksler and Brian D. Boyer.

The following Associate Directors were present: Bruce Latshaw, John Schueller and 
Leonard Good.
The following District Staff was present: Dan Greig, District Executive; Kate O’Brien, Watershed Specialist and Environmental Educator and Tammy Bartsch, Office Administrator.
The following Cooperating Agencies representatives were present: Nick Ramsey, NRCS and 

Mena Hautau, Penn State Extension.
The following were also present: Jeff Whalen, Government Liaison; and Val Lacis, Reading Eagle.
Public Comment: None
Action on Minutes of March 28, 2012 meeting
Motion to accept the March 28, 2012 minutes, was made by
Glenn Seidel, seconded by Brian Boyer, motion passed.

Discussion: None
Payment of April 2012 bills 
Motion to pay the bills, was made by

Brian Boyer, seconded by Mark Wolfskill, motion passed.

Discussion: None
Staff Presentation: Kate O’Brien 
During  the presentation Kate made the Board aware the District was awarded a grant from PENNVEST in excess of $1.9 million dollars; the funds are going to be used to help four farmers with farmland BMP’s.
Correspondence:  See Attached
Cooperating Agency Reports
PA DEP 
· Talking Points – see attached
PA DCNR 
NRCS – Nick Ramsey
· Berks will host two of the three State Quality Watershed Initiatives. 
· There is a program in place for assistance in improving Bog Turtle habitats; contact the NRCS office for details.    
FSA – No Report
PA Fish & Boat Commission – No Report
PA Game Commission – No Report
Cooperative Extension Update – Mena Hautau
· Berks County has been approved to participate in the PA Soybean Sentinel Program. 
Berks County Association of Township Officials – Bruce Latshaw
· May 6 – 9, 2012 is the Association of Township Officials State Conference in Hershey.
Agricultural Coordinator – No Report
Agricultural Land Preservation - No Report
Committee Reports

SEPA RC&D - No Report
D & G R Quality Assurance Board - No Report
 Workshop Conference Call – Meeting Cancelled
Admin Tech / Ag Committee – Glenn Seidel – Minutes Attached
· Exit Interviews
Board has asked that a request for an exit review be made to Stephanie Drzal; if she consents, interview will be held prior to or after the May Admin Tech meeting; Exit Interview will be conducted by Glenn Seidel.
Resource Management Committee – Brian Boyer – Minutes Attached
· Motion to move ahead with the “Bite of Berks” fall fundraiser was made by 
Brian Boyer, seconded by T. John Bicksler, motion passed.

Discussion: None
· Motion to put the new Timber Harvest Fees into effect and add Lineal Projects Fee to the current fee schedule with changes to be effective June 1, 2012 was made by
Brian Boyer, seconded by Mark Wolfskill, motion passed.

Discussion: None

· Motion to add $500.00 to the Memorial Endowment Scholarship Fund in honor of Henry E. Bohn, Jr. was made by 

Brian Boyer, seconded by Glenn Seidel, motion passed.

Discussion: None
Unfinished Business: None
NEW BUSINESS:
· PACD
To Do: Go to PACD’s website for dates and agenda for the summer meeting and get information to Board members.
· Staff Update 
See Admin Tech minutes for update.

· District Credit Cards
Motion to increase credit limit per card from $250.00 to $500.00 and increase the total credit card amount to $10,000.00 and amend Policy to reflect the change was made by 

Brian Boyer, seconded by Glenn Seidel, 

Discussion: Board was asked to change policy by deleting all amounts and adding “the Board will determine the amounts as needed”.

Motion was amended by Brian Boyer, seconded by Glenn Seidel, motion passed.
Discussion: None

· Watershed Specialist Grant Application 
A motion to submit the Conservation District Watershed Specialist Grant application for July 1, 2012 through June 30, 2014 was made by
Brian Boyer, seconded by T. John Bicksler, motion passed.

Discussion: None
· Affiliate Membership(s) for 2012
	Name of Affiliate Member
	Amount of Membership

	Tarson LLC
	$100.00

	Maiden Creek Watershed Assoc.
	$40.00

	Longswamp Township
	$25.00


SIGNATURES REQUIRED:
· FY 2011 – 12 Mid-Year Evaluation of Agricultural Conservation Te3chnician (ACT); Easement Administrative Support (Easement) and Special Project Programs.
Paperwork has been completed showing what amount of funding cannot be utilized by the District before the fiscal year end 2012. Since funds are disbursed upon request, the District does not have to return any funds. 
Motion to have the Chair sign the paperwork was made by 

Mark Wolfskill, seconded by T. John Bicksler, motion passed.

Discussion: 
Question: If the District does not use all funding available, will the District lose that amount of funding in the next year. 
Answer: No.

NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT PLANS:  Two (2)

	Name
	Municipality
	Animal Numbers
	Acres
	Plan Type
	AEU
	AEU/ Acre
	Reviewer

	Mary-Ann Rutt
	Penn
	5,000 Grow to Finish Swine
	171.1
	CAO/CAFO
	724.26
	4.34
	Drzal

	Dennis & Denise Miller
	Perry
	48,000 Broilers
	59.5
	CAO
	115.99
	2.26
	Drzal


Motion to accept the Nutrient Management Plans for Mary-Ann Rutt and Dennis & Denise Miller was made by

Glenn Seidel, seconded by Mark Wolfskill, motion passed.

Discussion: None
NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT PLAN AMMENDMENTS: Zero (0)

NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT PLANS REQUESTING REMOVAL: One (1)
	Name
	Municipality
	Animal Numbers
	Acres 
	Plan Type
	AEU
	AEU/ Acre

	Walter Wise
	Marion
	100 Milking Cows, 15 Dry Cows, 8 Heifers, 44 Calves
	140.0
	VAO
	172.25
	1.23


Motion to remove the Nutrient Management Plan of Walter Wise was made by

Brian Boyer, seconded by T. John Bicksler, motion passed. 

Discussion: None

NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT PLANS EXPIRING:  Two (2)
	Name
	Municipality
	Acres
	Plan Type
	AEU
	AEU/ Acre

	Donald Burkholder
	Tulpehocken
	233.5
	CAO/CAFO
	668.2 Layers
	2.86

	Mike Beiler
	Bethel
	0
	CAO
	169 Broilers
	169


SC-1 REQUESTS: Zero (0)

The delegated conservation district shall approve, modify or disapprove any NMP within 90 days of receipt of the complete plan. The district’s action on the plan requires a formal action of the board. If a NMP operation plan is disapproved, the NMP operation submitting the plan for the first time shall have 90 days after receipt of a written notice explaining specific reasons for 

the disapproval to resubmit a revised plan.  “The Berks County Conservation District concurs with these plans, based on NRCS certification that the plans meet the standards and specifications of the Pennsylvania Field Office Technical Guide for NRCS.” OR AS APPROPRIATE “The Berks County Conservation District concurs with these plans, based on the contracted 3rd Party Planner’s certification that the plans meet the standards and specifications of the Pennsylvania Field Office Technical Guide for NRCS.”

REPORTS:  District Executive and Staff Reports are attached.

COMMENTS:  
ADJOURNMENT: 

 
Motion was made to adjourn at 2:28 p.m. by 

T. John Bicksler, seconded by Glenn Seidel, motion passed.

Discussion: None
UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS and HOLIDAYS:

May

· May 1, 2012 – High School Envirothon

· May 9, 2012 – Middle School Envirothon

· May 9, 2012 - Workshop Conference Call – 10:00 a.m.

· May 10, 2012 - Admin Tech Meeting – 9:00 a.m. 
· May 11, 2012 – Twin Valley Environmental Education Day
· May 15, 2012 - RMC Committee Meeting – 8:00 a.m.
· May 18, 2012 – Duck Farm Days

· May 29, 2012 – Hamburg School District Environmental Education Day
· May 30, 2012 – Board Meeting – 1:00 p.m.

June

· Jun. 13, 2012 - Workshop Conference Call – 10:00 a.m.

· Jun. 14, 2012 - Admin Tech Meeting – 9:00 a.m. 

· Jun. 19, 2012 - RMC Committee Meeting – 8:00 a.m.

· Jun. 25 – 29, 2012 – Don Hartman Conservation Leadership School

· Jun. 27, 2012 – Board Meeting – at Kauffman’s Barbeque

11:00 a.m.- Miniature Golf 
12:00 p.m. – Lunch

  1:00  p.m. - Meeting
July

· Jul. 11, 2012 - Workshop Conference Call – 10:00 a.m.

· Jul. 12, 2012 - Admin Tech Meeting – 9:00 a.m. 

· Jul. 17, 2012 - RMC Committee Meeting – 8:00 a.m.

· Jul. 25, 2012 – Board Meeting – 1:00 p.m. PACD Annual Meeting
August
· Aug. 8, 2012 - Workshop Conference Call – 10:00 a.m.

· Aug. 9, 2012 - Admin Tech Meeting – 9:00 a.m. 

· Aug. 21, 2012 - RMC Committee Meeting – 8:00 a.m.

· Aug. 29, 2012 – Board Meeting – 1:00 p.m.
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