Minutes from the Berks County Conservation District Monthly Board Meeting June 27, 2012

Piper Sherburne called the regular monthly meeting of the Board of Directors of the Berks County Conservation District to order on Wednesday, June 27, 2012 at 1:00 p.m. in the Banquet Room of Kauffman’s Chicken Bar-b-que Restaurant, 31 Gravel Pit Road, Bethel, PA 19507.
The group pledged their allegiance to the flag.

The following Directors were present: Piper L. Sherburne, Chairperson; Glenn R. Seidel, Vice-Chairman; Mark A. Wolfskill, Treasurer, Commissioner Christian Leinbach and Brian D. Boyer.

The following Associate Directors were present: John Schueller, Ross Stowell and 

Leonard Good.
The following District Staff was present: Dan Greig, District Executive; Eric Konzelmann, Holly Kaplan and Ann Sellers, Urban Resource Conservationists; Damian Painter, Agriculture Resource Conservationist; Kevin Witmier, West Nile Virus Technician and Tammy Bartsch, Office Administrator.
The following Cooperating Agencies representatives were present: Nick Ramsey, NRCS and Rick Hartlieb, DCNR; and Elwood Blake, DEP.
The following were also present: Jeff Whalen, DEP Government Liaison; Shannon Rossman, Berks County Planning Commission; Richard Weinsteiger, Public; Mary Buerer, Assistant to Commissioner Leinbach and Val Lacis, Reading Eagle.
Public Comment: None
Action on Minutes of May 30, 2012 meeting
· Motion to accept the May 30,  2012 minutes, was made by Brian Boyer, seconded by Glenn Seidel, motion passed.
Discussion: None
Payment of June 2012 bills 
· Motion to pay the bills, was made by Brian Boyer, seconded by Mark Wolfskill, motion passed.
Discussion: None
Correspondence:  See Attached
To Do: Send copy of letters from PACD to Stephanie Drzal. 
Cooperating Agency Reports
PA DEP – Elwood Blake 
· Talking Points – Verbal summary was given
PA DCNR – Rick Hartlieb
· DCNR co-sponsored with Reading Shade Tree Commission and donated a tree to the 2012 Envirothon winner, Oley Valley School.
· Gypsy Moth evidence in Poconos, nothing in Berks.

· Working with Linda Ingram, Nolde Forest, organizing a Salvage Sale; August 1, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. there will be a public meeting pertaining the Timber Harvest.
NRCS – Nick Ramsey
· Pennsylvania is 4th in the Nation, behind CA, TX and AR, in acceptance of agricultural funding.
FSA – No Report
PA Fish & Boat Commission – No Report
PA Game Commission – No Report
Cooperative Extension Update – No Report
Berks County Association of Township Officials – No Report
Agricultural Coordinator – No Report
Agricultural Land Preservation - No Report
Cigarette Tax Update from the Commissioner:

As of Wednesday June 26, 2012, the cigarette tax for this coming fiscal year will go into the general budget; level funding is through Growing Greener funds; no funding cuts; budget should be done by Saturday.
Committee Reports

SEPA RC&D No Report
D & G R Quality Assurance Board – Piper Sherburne
· Richmond Township no longer has a Road Foreman/Supervisor, the committee will have meet to discuss an extension.
Workshop Conference Call – Meeting Cancelled
Admin Tech / Ag Committee – Glenn Seidel – Minutes Attached
· Don Hartman Conservation Leadership School
Chair Piper Sherburne appointed an ad-hoc committee consisting of Associate Director Ross Stowell, DCNR Forester Rick Hartlieb and BCCD Environmental Educator Kate O’Brien.
Committee is to report to the Board with updates.

Resource Management Committee – Brian Boyer – Minutes Attached
· Fall Fundraiser

Has been postponed until 2013.

To Do: Send letters to all restaurants and parties contacted and let the know the District will contact them in the Spring to participate in the fundraiser.
Unfinished Business: 
· Nutrient Mgt. Credit Program

Dan Greig met with Glenn Knoblauch, Berks County Planning Commission and discussed the program;

The first week of August 2012 there is a meeting with the Philadelphia Water Department to discuss the funding available for BMP’s;

An agenda will be needed for the meeting on August 9, 2012 at 11:00 a.m. in 
Harrisburg, PA with Deputy Secretary Kelly Heffner;
To Do: Run through Admin Tech and RMC meetings in July to gather ideas for agenda.

· PACD By-Laws
Letter was sent and e-mail went out on list-serv.

NEW BUSINESS:
· PACD
· 65th PACD/SCC Joint Annual Conference is July 9-11, 2012 – Scranton, PA

· PENNVEST Update
· Progress during the PENNVEST process will be posted on the District website.

· Affiliate Membership(s) for 2012 – Zero for the Month of June
· MS4
· Motion was made that the Berks County Conservation District will act as the bank for the Berks County MS4 Steering Committee; the Conservation District will not charge a fee but the municipalities are encouraged to be an Affiliate Member of the Berks County Conservation District to participate in the program, by Brian Boyer, seconded by Commissioner Leinbach.

Discussion: Amend motion to show that the Berks County Conservation District will sign an agreement between the District and the County of Berks; it is a simple contract. 

Motion Passed.

SIGNATURES REQUIRED:
· Watershed Specialist Grant Project

This is the agreement between DEP and the District for the period of July 1, 2012 through June 30, 2014 in the amount of $64,000.00 for Watershed Specialist position.

· Motion to sign the Watershed Specialist Grant Project was made by 
Commissioner Leinbach, seconded by Glenn Seidel, motion passed.
Discussion: None
· Chesapeake Bay Special Project Contract

This is the contract between DEP and the District for the period of July 1k 2012 through 

June 30, 2014 in the amount of $33,092.50 for the Ches Bay Special Projects program.

· Motion to sign the Ches. Bay Special Project Contract was made by 
Commissioner Leinbach, seconded by Brian Boyer, motion passed.
Discussion: None
· PENNVEST Resolution

George Cook, legal counsel for the PENNVEST process, has prepared a resolution that needs to be signed.

· Motion to sign the PENNVEST Resolution was made by Glenn Seidel,
seconded by Commissioner Leinbach, motion passed. Discussion: None
NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT PLANS:  One (1)
	Name
	Municipality
	Animal Numbers
	Acres
	Plan Type
	AEU
	AEU/ Acre
	Reviewer

	Samuel Stalter
	Tulpehocken
	130,000 Layers, 12 sheep
	16.70
	CAO/ CAFO
	454.90
	34.06
	Overstreet


· Motion to acknowledge the Nutrient Management plan for Samuel Stalter was made by Commissioner Leinbach, seconded by Glenn Seidel, motion passed.

Discussion: None
NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT PLAN AMMENDMENTS:  Zero (0)

NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT PLANS REQUESTING REMOVAL: Zero (0)

NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT PLANS EXPIRING:  Five (5)
	Name
	Municipality
	Animal Numbers
	Acres 
	Plan Type
	AEU
	AEU/ Acre

	*V. Kevin Beiler
	Caernarvon
	100 Dairy Cows, 20 Dry Cows, 90 Heifers, 20 Calves
	32.00
	CAO
	226.50
	21.40

	*Mervin Hoover
	Bethel
	65,000 Broilers
	53.00
	CAO
	129.00
	129.00

	*J. Walter Kolb
	Bethel
	1050 Fattening Hogs  (45-245 lbs)
	8.00
	CAO
	123.00
	15.40

	* Eugene Burkholder
	Heidelberg
	135 Dairy Heifer, 200 Veal Calves
	57.00
	CAO
	144.50
	2.67

	* Noel Schlegel
	Longswamp / 
Topton Borough
	62 Dairy Cows, 30 Dry Cows, 40 Heifers, 

30 Calves
	169.00
	VAO
	175.90
	0.6


* Please Note: Plans are expired, but new plans have been submitted

SC-1 REQUESTS:  One (1)
	Name 
	OP/OW
	Coop
	Municipality
	Watershed
	Acres
	Reason

	Nelson Sauder
	OP
	BCCD
	Bethel
	Swatara Creek
	55
	Manure Management & Storage


· Motion to acknowledge the SC-1 Requet for Nelson Sauder was made by

Glenn Seidel, seconded by Commissioner Leinbach, motion passed.
Discussion: None.

The delegated conservation district shall approve, modify or disapprove any NMP within 90 days of receipt of the complete plan. The district’s action on the plan requires a formal action of the board. If a NMP operation plan is disapproved, the NMP operation submitting the plan for the first time shall have 90 days after receipt of a written notice explaining specific reasons for 

the disapproval to resubmit a revised plan.  “The Berks County Conservation District concurs with these plans, based on NRCS certification that the plans meet the standards and specifications of the Pennsylvania Field Office Technical Guide for NRCS.” OR AS APPROPRIATE “The Berks County Conservation District concurs with these plans, based on the contracted 3rd Party Planner’s certification that the plans meet the standards and specifications of the Pennsylvania Field Office Technical Guide for NRCS.”

REPORTS:  District Executive and Staff Reports are attached.

COMMENTS:  
ADJOURNMENT: 

· Motion to adjourn at 2:01 p.m. was made by Commissioner Leinbach, seconded by Glenn Seidel, motion passed.

UPCOMING MEETINGS, EVENTS and HOLIDAYS:

June

· Jun. 25 – 29, 2012 – Don Hartman Conservation Leadership School

· Jun. 27, 2012 – Board Meeting – at Kauffman’s Barbeque

11:00 a.m.- Miniature Golf 
12:00 p.m. – Lunch

  1:00  p.m. - Meeting

July

· Jul. 4, 2012 – Independence Day

· Jul. 9 – 11, 2012 – PACD 65th Annual Conference – Scranton, PA

· Jul. 11, 2012 - Workshop Conference Call – 10:00 a.m.

· Jul. 12, 2012 - Admin Tech Meeting – 9:00 a.m. 

· Jul. 17, 2012 - RMC Committee Meeting – 8:00 a.m.
· Jul. 22 – 28, 2012 – Canon Envirothon – Selingsgrove, PA
· Jul. 25, 2012 – Board Meeting – 1:00 p.m. PACD Annual Meeting
August
· Aug. 7, 2012 - Workshop Conference Call – 10:00 a.m.

· Aug. 9, 2012 - Admin Tech Meeting – 9:00 a.m. 

· Aug. 21, 2012 - RMC Committee Meeting – 8:00 a.m.

· Aug. 29, 2012 – Board Meeting – 1:00 p.m.
September

· Sep. 3, 2012 – Labor Day

· Sep. 12, 2012 - Workshop Conference Call – 10:00 a.m.

· Sep. 13, 2012 - Admin Tech Meeting – 9:00 a.m. 

· Sep. 18, 2012 - RMC Committee Meeting – 8:00 a.m.

· Sep.  26, 2012 – Board Meeting – 1:00 p.m.
October

· Oct. 10, 2012 - Workshop Conference Call – 10:00 a.m.

· Oct. 11, 2012 - Admin Tech Meeting – 9:00 a.m. 

· Oct. 16, 2012 - RMC Committee Meeting – 8:00 a.m.
· Oct. 18, 2012 – Berks County Association of Township Officials Mtg., Oley Fairgrounds
· Oct.31, 2012 – Board Meeting – 1:00 p.m.
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